Honors 12 Research Paper

Self- Editing Help Sheet
1. What type of hook / attention grabber did you use to grab the reader’s attention?  Copy and Paste it here:
2. Did you mention the author, title and provide a brief summary of the play/novel after your hook? Copy and paste it here: 
3. What are your thesis statement subtopics? Do you address them in your intro? List them briefly here: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. Color One:

· Highlight the topic sentence of each body paragraph.
5. Color Two:

· Highlight the concluding sentence of each body paragraph

Reread your body paragraphs.

6. Do your body paragraphs stay on topic (look at your topic sentence)? 

7. Does your concluding sentence sum up your paragraph and explain the information presented in your direct quotations and paraphrased research? 

8. Color Three:

· In your body paragraphs, highlight the ideas from research (outside sources).

a. Did you remember to cite your source according to MLA? ______

b. Do have at least 2-3 quotes / paraphrased information with citations per body paragraph?  _______

9. Color Four:  

· In your body paragraphs, highlight your textual references (book/play from class).

· Did you remember to cite your source according to MLA?  _____

· Do you have at least one text citation per paragraph? __________

10. Look at your body paragraphs.  Is there too much color?  Not enough color?  Make sure that add you own original thoughts to each body paragraph (without saying “I” or “you”).

11. Look at your conclusion paragraph.  Have you wrapped up your paper in an interesting way?  Do you leave the reader with closure and purpose? ______________
12. Don’t forget the following writing tips:
· Check for abuse of “to be” verbs.  Remember to replace as many as you can with academic verbs.

i. Pick two paragraphs and circle all “to be” verbs (am, is, are, was, were. Be, being, been).

ii. Replace at least 50% of these verbs

· Check for variety transition words and conjunctions.

i. Pick two paragraphs and place a square around overused transitions/conjunctions (and, but, or).

ii. Try to replace them with words like however, moreover, nonetheless, etc.

· Check your essay for subject verb agreement.
i. (Students have their books.  The student has his books.)
· Check your essay for literary present.  

13. What is your title?  ______________________________________

14. Compare your Works Cited page with the sample Works Cited page. Does it appear to be correct?
15. Do have running headers?  _________________
