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Six Word Memoir Activity
One life.  Six words.  What’s yours?

The following examples are excerpted from the New York Times Bestseller, Not Quite What I Was Planning, edited by Smith Magazine.

Painful nerd kid, happy nerd adult. 




–L.J. Williamson

Fourteen years old, story still untold. 




–David Gidwani

The woman formerly known as Marissa.


 

–Mimi Ghez

My baby’s name was Sydney Jane. 





–Margot Bertoni

Found true love, married someone else. 




–Bjorn Stromberg

On her birthday, my life began. 





–Lisa Parrack

Blogging is easy. Writing is hard.
 




–Jennifer Shreve

Found true love after nine months. 




–Jody Smith

I take photographs. I see life. 





–Daniel James

Graduated May. 21 June. Married July. 




–Amara Rockar

Found great happiness in insignificant details. 



–Alisdair McDiarmid

Everyone who loved me is dead. 





–Ellen Fanning

*Caring for parents. Life is circular. 




–Timothy McGrath

Oh sweet nectar of life, coffee. 





–Daniel Axentry

After eighteen years, sold my book. 




–Susan Runholt

Couldn’t cope so I wrote songs.





 –Aimee Mann

3,000 miles away from the truth. 





–Michael Slenske

Paralyzed at fifty, life still nifty. 





–Gib Henderson

Cursed with cancer. Blessed with friends. 




–Hannah Davies

I fell far from the tree. 






–Rebecca Stadolnik

Chinese? American? Chinese-American? The confusion endures. 
–Paul Chin

After your jump, the net appears. 





–Vincent Lauria

Saw the world; now where’s home? 




–Hannah Silverstein

Hockey is not just for boys. 






–Alexandria Duplin

Full life; impossible to summarize in 




–Matt Love

Was rebellious teen. Now raising one. 




–Michelle Ganon

Became more like myself every year. 




–Eddie Sulimirski

Part 1: Analysis

1. How is it both possible and impossible to distill the essence of who you are into six words? 

2. Which of these authors do you think did the best job of it and why?

3. How does punctuation and/or shape affect the six-word memoir? Discuss one specific example.

Part 2: Writing

Write your own six-word memoir and a paragraph explaining what it means and why you wrote it. See Ms. Aubrey’s example as a model. Write the good copy of your memoir on the front of the index card (feel free to make it artsy and colorful) and your explanation on the back. (10 points – five points for the GWM, five points for the explanation)
Tips:

1. Get inspired by reading other memoirs. Visit www.sixwordmemoirs.com if you want to read more.
2. Make it personal. A memoir is like an autobiography; it should be specific to YOUR life.
3. Limitations force you to be creative. Write a great memoir BECAUSE of the parameter, not in spite of it.
4. Choose your words carefully. Synonyms strengthen memoirs and add meaning.  
5. Experiment and make revisions.  Put the six best words in the best order. Play with punctuation and arrangement of the words. 
6. Publish your story to inspire others. At the end of the year, we will be revisiting the 6WM and making a class slideshow. You may also choose to publish your 6WM online.
7. Extra Credit:  Tweet your six-word-memoir to @MissA_English – you can use plain text, add a picture – get creative ( (+5)
